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August 17, 2026
THE NOTE!

It’s been a great start to the 2026-2027 school year. I know most weren’t ready, but
they’ve done a great job so far. I appreciated all who attended the parent meetings.
Communication is so important, so please keep an eye on those emails and any other
forms of communication that the teachers and the office use. All of the teacher and staff
emails are their first and last name (all lowercase) @stthomassaints.com.

I forgot to introduce and update all of you on where our rock star teachers’ aides are
this year during the parent meeting. We are blessed to have the best:

K: Mrs. Stone (morning only-Title in the afternoon) Mrs. Geier
1st: Mrs. Beals
and;: Mrs. Hartrich-Splechter
3rd: Mrs. Bower

We welcome Mr. Cade Allison in 8t grade and 5t-8th Math. He comes from
Indiana with ties to Newton. We are honored to have him! Keep him in your prayers as
he begins this new journey.
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We are also excited to welcome Mrs. Boehl’s newest family member, Cooper,
who was born over the summer. Big brother, Jackson, is excited to have a little brother.
They are doing well. Keep their family in your prayers!

Thanks to all who bought ducks, attended the race and picnic, etc. Our
committee did a wonderful job, and I'm thankful for their leadership.
Congratulations to all of our winners:



Duck Race: 15t place and 2nd place: Ben and Nancy Ochs
3rd place: Father Paul
Blue Duck ($25 gift cards): Hayden Mulvey, Hallie Weber, Zane Pittman

5 Fair Share hours: Mike and Renee Gier, Tony and Allison Weber, Brooke and Seth
Woods, Andy and Jessica Miller, Josh and Stefani Beverlin

Schedule for the Week:
Monday: BB H Teutopolis B 4:30
Tuesday: BB @ Palestine 4:30, SB @ Dieterich 4:30
Wednesday:

Thursday: FCA 7:40 or as soon as you get here in cafeteria, CC H 4:30, SB H Marshall
4:30
Friday: All-School Mass (6t in charge), CC H 4:30, SB H Oblong 4:30
Saturday: SB @ Windsor/SS 10:00, Mass @ St. Thomas 4:30, JFL H Marshall 5:30
Sunday: Masses @ St. Thomas 7:00/10:00, Mass @ St. Mary’s 8:30

ATTACHED/IN PACKET: Garage Sale Flyer/Sign-up/Info., Elks Ortho Clinic flyer
(attached only), Chesnut Family Music (5th-8th only), Weighted grades explained,
Volunteer list (hopefully final)

*Sign up to work at the garage sale. It’s quite a bit earlier this year. Remember,
grandparents and high school aged students can also work to help your family. 8th
graders are welcomed to help for their service hours as well. There is a flyer to hang up
where you work. Encourage family and friends to empty those closets!

*Thanks to Tracey Bower for covering Art until Mrs. Boehl returns after Labor Day.

*Thanks to everyone who has signed up as volunteers on the playground and in the
library. It’s a huge commitment, but we truly need you and appreciate you.

*A want to say a huge thanks to Shelah Bergbower, our head librarian, and all
of our volunteers who have been coming in to work on book inventory. It hasn’t been
done for many years, so it’s been a big job! You are all greatly appreciated!



*We are proud of all of our athletes as they are practicing/competing. Softball and
Baseball have begun and Cross Country meets start Thursday.
GO SAINTS! GO EAGLES! Give God the glory!

Saints Baseball

Coaches: Patrick Finley, Pat Meinhart, Josh Beverlin, Tyler Frichtl
Players: Jace Bergbower, Rowdy Bierman, Emrey Frichtl, Alex Keller, Drayden Ochs,
Wyatt Pitcher, Kyle Meinhart, Eli Benson, Evan Frichtl, Tate Benson, Bryant Beverlin,
James Bierman, Peyton Finley, Blake Hermann.

JCJH Softball
Coaches: Shelby Lohman, Andrea Cleaver, Torrey Wolf
St. Thomas players: Carissa Barthelme and Audrey Earnest
JCJH Cross Country
Coaches: Dawn Meinhart, Linda Tharp, Jackie Schackmann

St. Thomas runners: Daniel Uebinger, Logan Vogt, Maura Weber, Micah Finley, Emma
Hartrich

*We had some great results at the state fair. Congratulations to all of our 4-H
participants. I heard lots of excitement about the concerts this morning. The kids told
me that Bailey Zimmerman said “God is Good — All the Time”!

*Thank you to Tiffany Keller for organizing our apparel order, cleaning the carpets
in the library and teachers’ work room, and cleaning the trophy case! You’re the best!

*Once again, the Benson family power washed our blue awnings. Much better!!
Thanks for your work on a very hot day!

*We have a field trip scheduled on February 25th to the EPC for a Science Show for
and-gth grades. If you know of someone willing to drive a bus for us, please let me know.
We will need two buses. We would leave around 9:15 and return by noon. Thanks!

*Our apparel order is due to arrive next week. Until it get here, all-school mass dress
code is a polo if you have them. If not, church attire which does not allow any type of
athletic clothing or writing on the shirts. Thanks for your patience.

*Thanks to everyone who is making drop off and pick up go smoothly. Just a
reminder to turn right out of our parking lot after pick up. It is best to drop off on
Washington at the gate, but if you want to pull in the parking lot, follow the buses from
south to north (Patience required).

*Next week, the students will have the opportunity to purchase books from the
library for quarters. There will be a box where they can pay a quarter per book.
Teachers will take their classes down some time next week.



*We are working on the virtue of Trustworthiness. Teachers are watching to see the
kids show that virtue. We’ve already had several! When you come to visit the school,
you will see names of those seen living the virtue on our hallway display.

*My great niece, Norah, loves Bluey. I've watched my share, and I think it’s a pretty good
show too. Iloved this quote — great reminder for me, even as a parent of older kids and
one grandchild. Excuse the lack of capitalization...

it's not our turn for spontaneous date nights, quiet car
rides, to sleep in late, or to have a spotless house. we've

had that turn, and we will again. right now it's our turn to
model healthy love for our babies. to soak up all the
hugs and kisses and laughs. it's our turn to make
memories and cherish it all. we have someone's
childhood in our hands and we don't get a redo.

*I’d always heard a version of this, but it hits hard. Father Joe, when he prepared Ben
and I for marriage, said...this is your vocation...get each other and your future children
to heaven — That’s eternity! The gift of faith and church are more valuable than any
amount you’re spending on “stuff” or sports gear or trips.
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As always, let me know if you have any questions or concerns. The teachers will start to
give checks, no multiple warnings. Ithink we’re all settled in and ready! Thanks to all
of you for your sacrifice and hard work for your families. St. Thomas is lucky to have
you and you will be thankful you sent your kids to St. Thomas.

Jill



